21st Century
MARINE CORPS

Creating Stability in an
Unstable World
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Our Vision

To remain the world’s foremost expeditionary war-
fighting organization—always interoperable with joint,
coalition, and interagency partners. To create stability in
an unstable world with the world’s finest warriors—United

States Marines.

Creating Stability in an Unstable World

We remain the Nation’s premier expeditionary combat
force-in-readiness. We are primarily a naval force whose
strength is our ability to access denied areas from great
distances. We project Marine forces from land or seabas-
es for operations as part of a joint or combined force. We
provide defense of the homeland by operating from for-
ward deployed locations throughout the world. We sus-
tain our deployed forces for extended periods of time.

We fight across the spectrum of conflict. However, we
believe that our future will be characterized by irregular
wars. We focus on warfighting excellence in everything
we do. A guiding principle of our Corps is that we fight
as combined arms teams, seamlessly integrating our
ground, aviation, and logistics forces. We exploit the
speed, flexibility, and agility inherent in our combined
arms approach to defeat traditional, terrorist, and emerg-
ing threats to our Nation’s security.

Every Marine is a rifleman and a warrior—our link to
the past and our key to the future. We train and educate
our Marines to think independently and act aggressively,
with speed and initiative, and to exploit the advantages of
cultural understanding. We thrive in the chaotic and
unpredictable environments in which our forces are
employed. We are committed to and sustained by our fam-
ilies, the American people, and our operational partners.
We are devoted to each other and the cause of freedom.

Intent
We will preserve our tradition of being most ready

when the Nation is least ready. We will continue to rely
on our fundamental tenets of expeditionary maneuver
warfare and combined arms air-ground task forces. We
will enhance and expand these capabilities through the
aggressive implementation of seabasing and distributed
operations. These transforming concepts will increase
our agility and speed in operations from cooperative
security to major combat.

Marines—Our Link to the Past, Our Key to the Future
Our successes have come from the aggressive spirit,
adaptability, and flexibility of our leaders and units at all
levels. We will continue to create Marines who thrive in
chaotic and uncertain environments. To that end, we will
place renewed emphasis on our greatest asset—the indi-
vidual Marine—through improved training and education
in foreign languages, cultural awareness, tactical intelli-
gence, and urban operations. We will develop and pro-
vide the best individual equipment available. We will
train, educate, orient, and equip all Marines to operate
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skillfully across the wide spectrum of operations, blend-
ing the need for combat skills and counterinsurgency
skills with those required for civil affairs. To do so, we will
continue to attract, recruit, and retain the best of
America’s youth.

Distributed Operations

Implementation of distributed operations as an exten-
sion of maneuver warfare will require a focus on en-
hanced small units: more autonomous, more lethal, and
better able to operate across the full spectrum of opera-
tions. This focus will require investing in the technologies
and training that will provide individual communications,
tactical mobility, and networked intelligence down to the
squad level. Our logistics and fires capabilities must be
adaptive and scalable in order to support these small
units, whether dispersed across the battlespace or aggre-
gated for larger operations.

International Presence

We will rely on our traditional strength of working
with partner nations in order to enhance regional securi-
ty and stability. Additionally, we will place new emphasis
on interaction and coordination with key interagency and
international forces.

Adapting and Shaping

While ever ready to respond to major combat opera-
tions, the future holds a greater likelihood of irregular
wars fought in urban environments, against thinking ene-
mies using asymmetric tactics. Thus, we will adapt our tac-
tics, techniques, and procedures as well as technology to
enhance our capabilities to succeed in these environ-
ments. We will shape and enhance the capabilities of our
Reserve forces to respond to the 21st century environ-
ment and improve our integration and coordination with
Special Operations Command.

Seabasing

We will continue to enhance and transform our capabil-
ities for forcible entry from the sea. Seabasing will signifi-
cantly reduce our deploy/employ timelines while also dra-
matically reducing our footprint ashore. While the Marine
expeditionary brigade is our primary forcible entry force,
our principal contribution to the joint fight in major com-
bat operations will remain the Marine expeditionary force.

End State

A Marine Corps that celebrates its culture and ethos,
but is never satisfied with its current capabilities and oper-
ational performance. A Marine Corps that is a learning
organization, embracing innovation and improvement in
order to increase its effectiveness as part of the joint force.
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For more information, please visit
<www.marines.com>
<www.usmc.mil>




